Chaplaincy Duty
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“What’s it like working in cyberspace as an evangelist?” Well, I have to say that there are different approaches and different things that can be done to reach people for Jesus with the Good News. When I was working as an editor for Campus for Christ’s online webzine, we had a particular approach. That approach used content on a website and a mentoring/follow-up system.  I’ve also tried hanging out on “normal” social media websites and bulletin boards in order to meet up with strangers who shared a common interest. The places where I chose to focus were in the areas of movies, health and child rearing. These are two of many strategies people have employed to use the Internet in evangelistic ministry.
This past year I have been intensively working out a strategy that incorporates several of the new realities in a Web 2.0 world. I have recycled some of the things that I have been using in the past and woven them into a “digital platform”. The digital platform puts a stake in the ground in secular territory and enables the evangelist to reach further out with the Gospel message.
My digital platform currently consists of my movie blog, a Twitter feed, my customizable email signature, a customizable business card, a YouTube channel, online telephone/video link-up with Skype, the LinkedIn online professional network, and Facebook to tie it all together. 
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What’s the difference? With content-based websites, people would be drawn towards your site from all over the world through online search engines. You would not know any of the people who showed up. A steady stream of people would indicate decisions to trust Jesus and some would enter into ongoing follow-up through online bible studies, chat groups and email correspondence. Repeat customers came back (on your turf) because they felt some kind of need was being met by what was offered.
As an online missionary, I started to explore more ways to go out amongst the people in order to engage them where they were instead of waiting for them to come to us. I cultivated conversations on bulletin boards, in online affinity groups and through specialized social networks that belonged to secular groups.  I met people through common interests. It was hard to keep exchanges going and to get past the surface. 
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With the next phase of online ministry I concentrated on people with whom I had a natural connection: parents of my kids’ friends/schoolmates, neighbours, distant relatives, and, as I went back to school for courses, my fellow students. This was different because nearly everyone was someone I was going to see again, sooner or later. Most of these people knew me before they became my friends on Facebook. It was a more natural witness tied in with daily life where I lived (although some live far away). 
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The digital platform has allowed me to enhance my personal witness by enabling me to present things that I never would have been able to either mention or elaborate upon in face to face encounters. People may choose to passively observe, actively follow or totally [image: image6.jpg]wad)




screen out what I have to say about spiritual matters. They know where I am if they need me; they know who I represent, if they have ears and eyes; and they know they can interact sooner or later with some little tidbits of life that go scrolling by, if they want to. Some do choose to interact with me about spiritual things, virtually always in private in a face to face or written encounter.
In this sense, I am a lot like an online chaplain in the stance that the digital platform provides for me as an evangelist. The chaplain goes out in the field to where his charges are. He pays attention to their needs, comes alongside in a moment of crisis or questioning, and makes himself visible and accessible. In an army, the chaplain goes with the army unit to the battle field. That is what happened as the camaraderie of the cohort of future teachers developed over three semesters. 

 The people I was trying to reach with the gospel message are generally not very impressed by anything to do with the Church. They are not necessarily seeking out the message of the gospel, although they may be open to a relationship with someone who happens to be a winsome messenger of the message. 
Yesterday the mother one of Rachelle’s friends was talking to me in preparation for her child’s visit to our summer cottage. I explained some of our regular routines. Rachelle’s friend has only been to church on one occasion in her life (to attend a wedding). Church is totally foreign to her. I have had many bits of conversations with her mom in the schoolyard, on the phone and over Facebook over the past couple of years. Difficulties at school, with employment and in her marriage would sometimes come up as our exchanges deepened. I am fairly sure that one of the reasons this lady is willing to trust us with her child for a week’s vacation is because she knows what kind of a family we are through how I have portrayed my life and values through Facebook. 

The digital platform can serve as a megaphone to amplify one’s voice that can so easily be lost amidst the cacophony of traffic on the Internet and in a busy (post)modern life.
It seems to me that, with all the noise, this generation of Christians needs all the help it can get by harnessing technology and communications strategies in a useful way. 

Thanks for supporting this important research through your prayers and finances. I am writing a report about my work to supply new pathways for Internet ministry for Power to Change.
Catherine
Catherine Savard**Campus for Christ** catherine.savard@c4c.ca** July, 2011* 
Fr. Mulcahy in M.A.S.H. Click for � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Xf-f8kU2oQ&feature=youtu.be" ��Video� 





“When closed, please phone.” - Online, people always know how to contact you.





Questions, concerns, crises?Video:� HYPERLINK "http://powertochange.com/itv/spirituality/mentoring-changes-lives" ��Mentoring Changes Lives  � Mentoring Video





Not impressed 





Skywriting in cyberspace








